BRANCHING OUT: TREES AS ART
5EPTEMBER 27, 2OI4-SEPTEMBER 20, 2OI5

ooted

IN APPRECIATION
gy su seNt rryNll.],

coJv^/rctoNs MANAG]NG

ED

ToA

iq then the seed ofd
idea. She colle.ted and srrmg together some
13,000 dimpled acon caps to create a lantas
tical 300 foot long coiled od wrirhins ma$.

Clntor tue Winchel's dchdtment with
trees srdred youB dd she has evidetrce:
i pen md ink dJdwing that she sketched in

dtist Beth calston

d old gnarled oak with limbs
srctching sk'ryad.
sixth gradc of

"l ,til -emerbe- my.erre o d"e aId appreciation i' old trees d a kid d1d ny &utratioq at t.ying to draw thn," says \ ,lnchell,
PEM'S SaEll lraser Robbins Director

tut & Naru€
wlach

ne dd still

de acom

caps.

see

It\

it, you have no idea these

surprisitrg to see how

perfectly d1e caps Destle together,"

says

Winche[ "I love the wqs the dtists in this
show open our €yes to see trees dew through

ofthe

Cent€r. "Sonething about

rhese beinss captivated

'when yotr 6st

saw

then creative proce$es."

does,

csrrinly rlrer(ed fe lonndadon ol

nists vho work widl bdk,
roo$, brDches, vood, stmps, seed
pods, fossitired resin (mber) dd even biosis'
Assembled here ue
leares,

Ar'

"Thjs show" s Bra"cbing Ott: Tr'6 N

nals

the latest intcractive exhibihon to open in

& Natue Ceniei The 38 chosen
altworks rcveal the moy ways that comemthe AJt

porary dtists d€ workng with ffees

d

both

digitat
d

nediun md a souce of ispihtion.
Take the acorD for exanple. We bdely notice
these nuts scattered on

$e glomd, btrt

to create sdiptuc, video, photogaphy,

painrings,

rt

jweLy,.nvironnent,l iostallatior$,
dd n$ic. Yes, nEic. With d1e help

of sone hlpesensitive microphons,
Diego Stocco compced m
a tree

j!

otire

msicid

song on

his backlEd. He flicked the leaves,

tapped on ihe

bow to set

o

trmi( Dd

even

tsed

d

uusual somd e{Iect.

shaU

t
1

Anothcr dtist, lardolomiius Traubecl<, took dh t.ee sliccs
ard ru.ned thcm inro recold albun$. A cosronized stylus

From the orasen we brcathe,
to the ftrniNre in our

arached ro a turntablc reads rhe nee rnrss and converts
thcm inro piano music, with cvery

soud a reflection of the

individoal age, color and density of the tree rhgs. The tree's

lifc bccomes

a

five Finute tuuslcal conpositioD.

Arorher p.oj€ct involvcd
scquoia

nmed Stass,

i

242-foot, 2,000 yed-o1d

gidr

considered the world's fifth lagest

daily

trce. Photographer James Balog lnvcnted a way to photo
graph rhe tu€c in segments. He nppelled down a llee Dext

lift.

to Slass and shot more thu 400 photographs, which he
stitched togethci dlglrally ro create a 93 in.h rall verrical

puoramic coDpositc. Two red speck nr the photoglaPh,
which upon closer nrspection de r ealed to be climbe^,
help thc viewer gr$p the scale of thcsc gimrs.

-

\roodo sculpture by Sachiko
Akjyama, is the official greercr to the erhbilior. The artist
on Findins HaNe,
has said her
a

^

hmu

work reflects how

b€inss, like trees ln

firrcst, de \ulnerable to forces bcyond our control.
direct approech with her

Ancr making human Ggures from tree trurk ar.l
brmchcs firr more thaD 20 yedsl Boston utist.loseph

photograph of a snow covcred
tree thaCs interupted by a

qheelwdght dlscovered roots and fcll in love with the

"ni'nak.l,hrocr rhe\ form. T$"

dd

$io of ac.obats

l- '.culDrJre.
a colple embrnced in a walrz

testament to eve.y tree's

huno

often
has said.

o

uiquene$.

"k\

-

picce of lumber inselt€d in placc

a

de

amazing how

features show up in a ffee," Wheelwrisht

"Out in natue, appreciating

trun( hnbs, circda
tory system dd even irdications of commuicatio! skills. A

-

a

grcwing ntrmber ofscientists are sttrdying rhe field ofplant
inrel\serce, exaninins how nees ale.t ftllow tres of ddsers

droush die air md bctween
rhcir roors. Mdy ofu feel inligonted afte! a wdk in thc
,o". ., Md rlir ma) re -. ro,c Ll'M dre change ir -ere,v.
Scientists have ideotified tLrat trecs (dd other pluts) hrve d

via chemical sisnals delvcred

energy 6eld, rvhlch

hunus mly

be tapplng inro. :L'urns our

hmd

a beech

tree orer two days (uslrg

u

verted dre trech bioslsrem activiry into a dJawing, a procss
captured nr a 17 tuinute iine'lapse video

bc

a

wondertul

Bv, .t

O't

La

fron tres.
ThaCs nn ongolng tension dut exists betwecn us dd nante,
ud it's importdt ro be conscious of it."
inB

ncluds 'ev""-

with trees. People cd play

a

:n\:Jriorroirrenc'

rTiophoDe like insnuncm made

with 1ogs, create and photograph origiral artwork at a ree
collage stadon or clip n mesagc leafon the Tree ofldeas

mong orher opportunities ntr cxprqsion.

exhibition inspires you ro so climb n tree or rale a lons
mll ir he \vooa . \ou m") e\"r re Jn rilh r Jcorn n

dd

soLDd piece.

!EF! Sachiko Akiyama, on F nd,ng ftone poly.hrcmed woo4 2013.
Photo.ourtery olthe adki
ABOVE Lorenzo Dudn, ldzor cut leat 2o12. Photo by w.tter silve/PEM.
BAc(GliouND roan sa.kes, rdlriD4
media, 2014,Phobour1€eyof

b

cd

yet beauritul dnnss a.e also nade

acupuDctuc ncedte).

lvith thc help ofa sophisticnted compurer progam, he con

Thi' Nbibitia" h tuppatte'L

live tree

dd

or erro helpe\pa d u',,rdc rMdjsoldreen'uonrn.ar
aDd raisc impoitdt questions in the proccs. Perhaps the

bnjns.

In keepins wilh this idca, the show ircludes the work ofdrlst Divid YaDn Roberr who recorded the bioelectricai signils
in

a

expedence,

Like all Art & Nature Ccntet sho\\s, ]trenthi"g O& Lelics

the bioelec!.ical signal generated by t.ees arc simile to dle
alpha \!iv€s produced by

"This work kind of sums up this crearive intestiglrion of
d being the whole aqd thcir pdts," Winchell says.

ticcs

"Therc's no question tlEt we'rc rclated."

Thcre ue cerraiDly simildities

of

th. Edst

Ldia Me

ne

As'\eiat*

of

rt'

Pe"botl! E

'*

le,vs {debil),

theanid.

M

fun

leaves and mixed

